MATCH PROGRAMME 


INTRODUCING 'ROCKY' 


We spoke to Katie Rawlings about 
her progress with the 'Gas Girls’ 
since day one 


4“ 


Y 


Fiesty 34 
coe pt 


BRISTOL ROVERS WOMEN S FC 
VS FOREST GREEN ROVERS FC 
SUNDAY 18th SEPTEMBER / LOCKLEAZE SPORTS CENTRE / 2pm™ 
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BACK WITH A BANG! 


The season kicks-off with a ten 
goal thriller, in front of a 
bumper crowd! 
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MEDIA EVENING 


Sponsors and partners joined 
us for a special night at The 
Memorial Stadium 
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Everyone at Bristol Rovers Women’s FC would like to 
welcome all of the players, officials and staff from Forest 


Green Rovers to Lockleaze for this afternoon’s match. 


We'd also like to take this opportunity to offer our 
condolences to the Royal Family after the sad passing of 
HM Queen Elizabeth II, last week. Last Sunday's match 
away to Poole Town was postponed due to the news and 
before today's match, we will have a one minute silence 
for us all to pay our respects. The rescheduled date for 


the Poole Town match will be confirmed in due course. 


We've now had a couple of weeks to settle down after the 
frantic opening fixture of the season against Royal 
Wootton Bassett. A truly bonkers game and a classic for 
any neutral. Far from a vintage 'Gas Girls' performance 
but also arealisation that the step up in the pyramid is 


noticeable. Exactly what we want to see! 


What we also want to see, is an increase in our fan-base 
and an appetite to watch the 'Gas Girls’. We easily had 
over two-hundred spectators lining the viewing balcony 
at Lockleaze and even more fans on pitch-side. We had 


some fantastic feedback but we're always keen to push 


5 
Ro Ne 


what we can offer our fans on a match-day, to make it 
more welcoming and in general a better experience. We 
are a team full of volunteers but we're always open to 
hearing more from our fans, so please get in touch with 


US. 


Our Development Team also kicked-off their season a 
couple of weeks ago, picking up a 2-2 draw on the road to 
Bishops Cleeve. Probably a somewhat disappointing 
result after a Helena Costa brace put the girls in the lead, 
only to concede late on. But still, it's a point on a road and 
| think that the Gloucestershire League Division One is 


going to be very competitive this season. 


We also hosted a very first 'Media Evening’ at The Mem 
last week, which was a great opportunity for staff, 
players, sponsors and partners to get together. It was a 
brilliant success and I'm sure we'll make it bigger and 


better next year. 


This week we also chat to Katie ‘Rocky’ Rawlings. A 
Bristol Rovers Community College graduate and now 
cementing her role within the first-team. We look back on 


her first three seasons with the 'Gas Girls' 


MATCH REPORT 


BRISTOL ROVERS 6-4 ROYAL WOOTTON BASSE TT 


GAS GIRLS OFF THE MARK 
AFTER 10 GOAL THRILLER 
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!The ‘Gas Girls’ kick-started the new season with a 10- 
goal thriller against Royal Wootton Bassett in front of a 


massive crowd at Lockleaze Sports Centre. 


Newly promoted Rovers had a rude awakening after 
conceding two goals in the opening 15 minutes. A start 
that may have had something to do with the pre-match 
nerves. But resilience and character powered through 
and within 15 minutes, the ‘Gas Girls’ stormed ahead to 
take the lead and make it 3-2. Goals from Georgia 
Vandries and a brace from Zoe Fielden-Stewart gave the 


‘Gas Girls’ the advantage, which was short lived. 


Moments after it was 3-3, then 4-3 to Rovers after a 
Laura Curnock header, then 4-4, and then 5-4 witha 
delicious volley by Vandries to put Rovers in front before 


the break. A well needed break for everyone! 


The second half was a much calmer affair, with the ‘Gas 
Girls’ enjoying the vast majority of the possession and 
creating more chances to finish the game off. Vandries 
was on hand to complete her hat-trick on the hour mark 
and the game slowly petered out after a frantic opening 


45minutes. 


The whistle blew at 6-4 and the ‘Gas Girls’ took their first 
three points of season, aware that despite their prolific 
attributes going forward, work still needs to be done on 
the training ground. Forward Zoe Fielden-Stewart agrees, 
“This definitely wasn’t one of our better performances 
and | think the nerves got to us a bit, as we were playing in 
a new division, but we really showed some amazing 
character and team spirit to get the job done. The fans 
were amazing today and they really helped us over the 


line.” 


Manager Nathan Hallett-Young added, "It's encouraging 
to see our character and determination to bounce back 
but it's certainly an example of how tougher this league 
will be, and that's what we want. We won't be 
underestimating anyone and we're already pushing 
ourselves more than before. The spectators were 
amazing today and the girls certainly appreciate the 
support that they get from our fans! We can't thank them 


enough! 


MATCH #1 


ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT (HOME) 
04.09.2022 


GOALS; 
VANDRIES X3 
FIELDEN-STEWART X2, CURNOCK 


TEAM-SHEET 
4 HUNT 

2 DAVIES 

3 WARREN 

4 RAWLINGS 

5 TOMS 

6 HUBBLE 

7 FIELDEN-STEWART 
14 VANDRIES 

9 CURNOCK 

10 BELL (C) 

41 TURNER 


SUBS; 
DOUGLAS, W/ORLOCK, FARR, LANG, TODD 


PICS BY TW/MOS BAYLISS 
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LOCKLEAZE SPORTS CENTRE 
BONNINGTON WALK (BS7 9XF) 


STARTING BACK ON 
TUESDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 


AGES 8-11 YEAR OLD GIRLS (TERM TIME ONLY) 


TUESDAYS 5PM-6PM 


AGES 11-16 YEAR OLD GIRLS (TERM TIME ONLY) 


TUESDAYS 6PM-7PM 
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FOR OUR SEASON OPENER, WE WELCOMED THE GIRLS FROM KEYNSHAM FRY GIRLS 


CLUB US'S AS OUR SPECIAL GUESTS. AMAZING TO HEAR THAT YOU HAD A BRILLIANT 
DAY WITH Us! 


- # , 


IF YOU D LIKE YOUR JUNIOR GIRLS TEAM TO COME ALONG AS OUR SPECIAL GUESTS AT 
MATCH THIS SEASON, THEN GET IN TOUCH WITH US VIA OUR WEBSITE. 


IT'S SAFE TO SAY THAT THE 
BRAND-NEW GAS GIRLS’ BUCKET 
HATS WERE EXTREMELY POPULAR 
LAST WEEK. 


WE'VE NEARLY SOLD OUT OUR 
FIRST BATCH, THAT WAS KINDLY 
DONATED BY JOHN KAYES AND 
THE TOTE END OLD Boy's! 


WE WILL BE GETTING MORE DUE 
TO POPULAR DEMAND SO WATCH 
THIS SPACE! 


\ ; WE'LL ALSO HAVE MORE NEWS 
X ABOUT HOW CAN ORDER YOUR 


—_ NN ‘GAS GIRLS’ MERCHANDISE SOON! 
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BRISTOL ROVERS COMMUNITY TRUST 


THURSD © 7:30PM 


7 + > iz om E> 
e tay a V4 Fa: ae eras A 2 to ‘ fA Abt | Ran <A. 
’ EAC Ir _ Coa je 1 <p b | 
| BY Bw Ee 6 ~ ~~ B Be ey ge >) {) ; 
f Se i bw FEL a Pee 6) @ 
ep Pak Behe see nets "oF eee 3 fa) rs I ae 5 as i ol 


INCLUDES A FREE RAFFLE TICKET, FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN SOME GREAT PRIZES! 


, TEAMS CAN BE MADE UP OF UP 10 8 PEOPLE 
CAN'T GET A TEAM TOGETHER? JUST LET US KNOW AND WE CAN ADD YOU TO A TEAM 


—GETYOUR MATES TOGETHER AND BOOK NOW! 
WWW! BRISTOLROVERSCOMMUNITY. ORG. UK/QUIZNIGHT 


BRISTOL ROVERS QUIZ 
CHAMPIONS!? 


WATCHING THE GAS GIRLS 
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If you’re new to watching the ‘Gas Girls’ and you want to 


be a part of our exciting journey, then we hope that thls 


information will help! 


Where do the ‘Gas Girls’ play their home matches? 
Bristol Rovers Women's play at the Lockleaze Sports 
Centre, Bonnington Walk, Lockleaze, Bristol, BS7 9XF. 
The £6m facility was built in 2018 and boasts a UEFA 
standard 4G pitch, where the 'Gas Girls’ train and play 


every week. 


How do | get there? 
Lockleaze Sports Centre is easily accessible by car, bus 


and train. 


By Car: LSC can be accessed by leaving Station Road 
(A4174) onto Filton Avenue. Once you reach the 
crossroads with the Tesco Express on your right hand 
side, turn left onto Bridge Walk. Keep following this road 
until you pass see the sign for LSC on the left hand side. 


By Bus: There are stops that are situated on Filton 
Avenue which are a ten-minute walk from LSC, just off 
Toronto Road. Bus No. 70 & 73 pass the Toronto Road 


stops. 


By Train: Filton Abbey Road is the nearest train station to 
LSC. Simply walk up the pathway next to the MOD 


building and you'll soon arrive at the LSC. 


Do! pay for entry? 

No. Entry to 'Gas Girls' matches are free. We recommend 
that spectators register beforehand. This gives the staff 
at Lockleaze a better understanding of what numbers 


they can expect. 


Can | buy refreshments? 
Yes. Lockleaze Sports Centre has a bar serving beer, soft 
drinks and snacks. There's also a fully functional kitchen 


that will be serving food throughout the day. 


Where can! stand to watch the match? 

Lockleaze Sports Centre has an open-air balcony and 
viewing platform that gives you an excellent view which 
overlooks the pitch. Spectators can also gain viewing 


access from behind the fencing at pitch-side. 


Can | purchase ‘Gas Girls’ merchandise? 
We aim to have a small stall at Lockleaze Sports Centre, 
selling scarves, bucket hats, caps at £10 with badges and 


more to be alittle bit cheaper. 


Sometimes we may not be able to have a stall but if 
there's something you'd like to purchase, then get in 


touch with us! 


Does Lockleaze Sports Centre have disabled facilities? 
Yes, LSC has a lift for those with mobility issues as well a 
disabled toilet and access to the viewing balcony to watch 


the match. 


Can | bring my grassroots club to be guests at a ‘Gas Girls’ 
match-day? 

Absolutely! We want to ensure that all junior girls clubs 
have a fantastic experience with us. Players get to meet 
the players, get some free goodies, have a kick-about on 
the pitch before the match and be the guard of honour as 
the players walk out. We have some clubs already booked 
in, So email us today and we can arrange a suitable date 


for you. We don't charge a single penny either! 


Where can I find a fixture list? 

You can find a fixture list on our website and in the 
programme. You can also find a list on the League's Full- 
Time website. Just search South West Regional Women's 


League on Google. 


Can | bring my Bristol Rovers flag to a match? 
Wesve been asked this a bit more this season and of 
course. We are striving for the best atmosphere possible 


at a 'Gas Girl's and you're welcome to bring your flags. 


Lockleaze 
Sports Centre 
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ON SALE NOW! 


ORDER YOURS AT 
www.macronstoregloucester.com 


INTERVIEW 
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KATIE RAWLINCS-— 


“IT'S AN INCREDIBLE 
EXPERIENCE BEING A PART 


OF THIS CLUB AND! 
COULDN'T BE PROUDER" 
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Since our very first Open Trial in 2019, Katie Rawlings has been 
involved in the 'Gas Girls' setup. From making her senior debut at 
the age of sixteen, to winning the ‘Players’ Player of the Season’ 
Award for our first-team last summer, 'Rocky' continues to 
progress as one of the club's youngest players and an important 
part of the 'Gas Girls' squad. We spoke to Katie ahead of Sunday's 
match. 


Katie, let's get one thing out of the way first. Your nickname 


in the squad is ‘Rocky’. Care to explain? 


Yeah, the ‘Rocky’ nickname came before one of our friendlies 
last season. Some of the girls mentioned that | had all this 
energy, aggression and strength that came out of nowhere and 
| haven't really looked back. One of the girls just said the name 
‘Rocky Rawlings’ | think, and it’s just kind of stuck from there. | 


quite like it actually and it makes us laugh anyway. 


You're heading into your fourth season with the 'Gas Girls’ 
and you've certainly found your role as a holding midfielder. 
How have you developed over the last 4 years to cement that 


position? 


| feel like I’ve massively developed as a player since I’ve been at 
Rovers. | look back at where | was when | was sixteen, playing 
junior football and then stepping into a competitive first-team 
environment has only helped me, and | feel as though I’ve come 
on leaps and bounds during that time. | think that now I’ve 
become more comfortable in that position, I’ve really to 
enjoyed it. Whether it’s reading the game, pressing, sitting 
back, it’s nice to continue working on that position, as well as 


my technical attributes. 


From someone who's seen your progress over the last few 
years, your confidence has certainly improved during that 
time. Would you agree and if so, how do you think that's 


come about? 


Definitely. My confidence really has improved. Being around a 
team that have faith in your abilities is massive for me and 
hearing the encouragement that | get from the girls when I’m 
playing is really helpful. It keeps pushing me to be the best that 
| can be and all I’ve wanted, is to be the best version of myself. | 


want to challenge myself, improve my game and continue to 


learn. It’s crazy to think about that quiet sixteen-year-old who 
joined the club back in 2019 and how things have changed 


during the last few years. 


We've all seen a big increase in interest for the Women's 
game, and the 'Gas Girls' too. Are you excited about the 


future of the game and the club? 


I’m really excited to see where the women’s game is going to 
go. Since we've been watching the Euro’s, it’s been amazing to 
see the number of young girls who want to support and play 
the game themselves. It’s also been amazing to see the amount 
of fans that are interested in the ‘Gas Girls’ too. | think that the 
‘Gas Girls’ can be a big, influential name for young girls within 
Bristol as the game and the club continues to grow. Having 
some of the junior clubs come to our matches as special guests 
is a great feeling, and it’s heart-warming when we hear from 
parents that we are inspiring their girls to either start or 
continue playing football. All we want is to football and make 
our fans proud. To have that growing support is something 


special. 


You've been involved in lots of our community initiatives 
over the years. Is that a big part of why the 'Gas Girls’ is 


special to you? 


Yes, getting involved in the community initiatives is a big part 
of why | wanted to sign for Rovers. It wasn’t just because of the 
football, but also to see the club actively encouraging more 
participation for young girls, which makes it more special to 
me. | think that doing the community work during Covid was 
such a great experience, and | was also a part of the Bristol 
Rovers Community College programme which has seen a big 
increase in female students, so it’s great to see that the club is 
pushing every aspect and not just the football. | think it proves 


that we really are more than just a football club. 


Looking at this season, how has pre-season been and how 


have the new arrivals settled in? 


Pre-Season has been very good. Everybody is looking strong. 
The intensity levels have been immense, and it’s probably been 
one of the best pre-seasons we've had. We have great squad 


depth and the new girls have proven why they should be here. 


The squad dynamic has improved and | think we're in a good place heading into the rest of the season. Everyone is enjoying 
each other’s company, we have a great laugh and when it comes down to work, we all switch on and our application is always 


100%. |’m really excited to be a part of this squad again. 


Your still only 19. Where would you see yourself and the club in the years to come? 


Yeah, I’m still only young and | think | just want to continue focusing on each training session and every game as it comes. | want 


to keep my standards as high as possible and keep learning. It’s an incredible experience to be a part of this team and club and | 


couldn’t be prouder. All | want to do is challenge myself and grow with the team and hopefully we will continue to progress. 


GAS GIRLS, MEDIA EVENING 


Last week, we hosted our first 'Media Evening’ at The Are Not Architects, LCM Automotive and Her Game Too 
Memorial Stadium, inviting sponsors and partners to for their amazing support of what we do on and off the 
come together with our squad, coaches and staff. pitch. We'll certainly be making next year, bigger and 
Something that has been difficult to achieve due to the better! 

pandemic. 


We also gave our camera to the girls to document 
Everyone at Bristol Rovers Women's FC would like to everything behind the scene. Which could have gone 
thank Bristol Rovers Supporters Club, Lockleaze Sports horribly wrong. Here's what they shot! 
Centre, Vision Sports Analysis, Ahimsa Yoga Bristol, We 
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PLEASE PAY 
BY CARD 


SOUTH WEST REGIONAL WOMEN'S LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 


FIX TURE LIST 2022/ 23 


SEPTEMBER 


SUN 4 ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT 
SUN 11 POOLE TOWN 

SUN 18 FOREST GREEN ROVERS 
SUN 25 WARMINSTER TOWN 


OCTOBER 


SUN 9 ILMINSTER TOWN 

SUN16 = LISKEARD ATHLETIC 
SUN23 BISHOPS LYDEARD 

SUN30 SHERBORNE TOWN 
NOVEMBER 

SUN 6 TORQUAY UNITED 

SUN 13 TORQUAY UNITED 

SUN20 ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT 
SUN27 POOLE TOWN 
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DECEMBER 


SUN 11 WARMINSTER TOWN 
SUN18 ILMINSTER TOWN 


JANUARY 


SUN 8 LISKEARD ATHLETIC 
SUN15 BISHOPS LYDEARD 
SUN22 SHERBORNE TOWN 


MARCH 


SUN 12 FOREST GREEN ROVERS 


*FIXTURES SUBJECT TO CHANGE “ALL GAMES KICK-OFF AT 2PM 


ALL HOME MATCHES ARE PLAYED AT LOCKLEAZE SPORTS CENTRE (BS7 9XF) 
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i AHIMSA YOGA 


BRISTOL 
DESIGNED TO IMPROVE: 
STRENGTH, FLEXIBILITY, POSTURE 
AND GENERAL WELLBEING 
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| was taught in the tradition of Hatha Yoga Classes are held at 
Gitananda Yoga, which is based on the Portland Therapy Staple Hill every 
authentic teachings of various paths of Saturday 9.15 - 10.15am and 


Yoga that include Hatha Yoga. Tuesday 6.00 - 7.00pm & 7.20 - 
8.20pm, all levels welcome. 

Hatha Yoga promotes subtle exercises, 

gentle and relaxing movements, and , : 

5 : For more information contact 
postures (Asanas), along with conscious Bob on 07514 298827 or 
breathing. It helps bring into union email seygas1883@gmail.com 
breath, mind and body. 


Hatha Yoga is accessible for everyone. 
You don’t have to be super fit or super 
bendy. 

Working in partnership with 


Visit www.ahimsayogabristol.co.uk Bristol Rovers Community Trust 


To reserve your place please contact Portland Therapy on GB NS 
0117 9565855 or email: enquiries@portlandtherapycentre.co.uk 


B reacHer & 
Price per class: £8 — 


Portland Therapy Centre, Church Court, North View, Staple Hill, Bristol BS16 4NQ 


BRISTOL ROVERS WOMENS FC 


SQUA DISK R022/ 23 


LIBBY BELL MEGAN BLOOMER CEORGINA BURGESS 
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY 
MORGAN & CARTER POWELL RAISED IN BRISTOL RED BUS NURSERY'S 


NATALIE COLES JODIE COOK HELENA COSTA CHARLOTTE COUSIN 


SPONSORED BY 
FARRIS PROPERTY GROUP 


11 
LAURA CURNOCK KELLY CUTLER RHIANNON D'ARCY KATIE DAVIES 
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY 
RIS LONDON / TREVAUGHN TERRELONGE ASpinline LTD GB ALARMS ELECTRICS / KEV WILKINSON GFA FC 


HANNAH DIX LAYAH DOUGLAS LILLY FARR ZOE FIELDEN-STEWART 


AMELIE FORD ZOE FOSTER SHANNON FRANCIS 


LAUREN HARRIS SARAH HARRIS ANNA HUBBLE ABI HUGHES 


SPONSORED BY 
THE EASTFIELD PUB 


GEORGE HUNT ERIN HUSSEY CIFT IHEJIETO ALVA LANG 


SPONSORED BY 
APPAREL BYRO 


BETTY PLATT KATIE RAWLINGS EILISH RICHARDS LAUREN ROBERTS 


ROSSANA ROCHA FREYA ROLFE FREYA SHEEDY TAMSIN SHIPLEY 


SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY 
GUY ROLFE PROPERTY LTD MATTHEWS ESTATES 


KASSIA SMITH CIORGIA STEER ABI TODD 


SPONSORED BY 
CONYGRE CONSULTANTS 
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NATASHA TOMS ANNYS TURNER GEORGIA VANDRIES POPPY WANNELL 
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY 
J MANSFIELD LTD / ATHENA IAN SMITH DALE SMITH 


COMBAT CLUB 


POPPY WARREN JAMIE-LEIGH W/ORLOCK 


BRISTOL ROVERS WOMEN'S FC 
yr 


NATHAN HALLETT-YOUNG MATTHEW DAVIES 
CO-FOUNDER, FIRST- CO-FOUNDER, CLUB SECRETARY, MEDIA & 
TEAM MANAGER MARKETING MANAGER 
WILL DIXON DEBBIE PHILIPS 
DEVELOPMENT TEAM MANAGER MATCH SECRETARY & MENTAL HEALTH 


FIRST AIDER 


LOTTIE WEEKS PAUL MASON 


FIRST-TEAM FITNESS COACH 
ASSISTANT MANAGER 


JAKE LANE JAVIER GORODI 
DEVELOPMENT TEAM ASSISTANT PERFORMANCE ANALYST 
MANAGER 
JACK SULLY LOUIS ROSS 
GOALKEEPER COACH PERFORMANCE COACH 
JAKE SCANLON KAINE PERKS 


GOALKEEPER COACH GOALKEEPER COACH 
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